THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
the circumstances, yield to the request and meet the marchers'
deputation.
The line of attack taken by the Conservatives during the
election had been to stir up panic by associating the Labour -
Party with revolution and bloodshed, Russia was now, as
always, the bogey. The Labour candidates were wild men,
seeking to destroy the very fabric of the State, Many of them
were alleged to be in the pay of the Soviet Republic of Russia.
There is no doubt as regards the effectiveness of those tactics
and the tremendous impression that they had on MacDonald.
Even he had been called a Bolshevist, and he resented it so
keenly that,he devoted the most important part of this speech
to its rebuttal. The best defence is attack, and his attack was
a tu quoque* c Who are you Tories, who would accuse us of
Bolshevism and disorder. I have memories,' Pointing to
Mr. Ronald McNeill (later Lord Cusheudun),, he suggested
that he should rise and give his testimony of a strange behaviour
in this House. The reference was, of course, to an extra-
ordinary scene that took place in the House of Commons in
November 1912. It was during the Tory campaign against
Home Rule, There had been a snap division, and the Liberal
Government had been defeated. A Tory amendment dealing
with a small financial point in a Government Bill had been
carried. The Tories had been lying in wait for the Govern-
ment and brought forward this amendment* Suddenly a
* snap ' division was rushed, and the Government was defeated.
Next day Asquith moved to rescind the amendment that had
been carried. Then pandemonium broke loose. The Con-
servatives stood and howled in fury. The Speaker sought in
vain to still the uproar. The scene was beyond description..
The incoherent howling gradually developed into a continuous
chant: * Ad-journ ! Ad-journ ! * shouted to a rhythmical beat.
After many attempts to obtain order, the Speaker did the
only thing possible ; he adjourned the House. If possible,
the din and angry altercations grew worse, and suddenly a
huge Conservative, the gigantic McNeill, lifted a book from
the table and hurled it across with terrific force at Winston
Churchill. It struck Churchill full in the face. The incident
shocked everyone into silence. As Churchill made no attempt
to retaliate, the House slowly emptied. The chief actor in
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